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Content of the lecture

The role and importance of basketball

in Lithuania 



Achievements of Lithuanian Men‘s Basketball
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▪ Olympic Games/Word 
Championships

1992 – III place (bronze)
1996 – III place (bronze)
1998 – VII place
2000 – III place (bronze)
2004 – IV place
2006 – VII place
2008 – IV place
2010 – III place (bronze)
2012 – VIII place
2016 – VII place

▪ European Championships
1937 – Champions (gold)
1939 – Champions (gold)
1995 – II place (silver)
1997 – Champions, women (gold)
1999 – V place
2003 – Champions (gold)
2005 – V place
2007 – III place (bronze)
2011 – V place
2013 – II place (silver)
2015 – II place (silver)



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

historical aspects

➢ What is an essence of the phenomenon that the country of about 3 mln. 
population demonstrates such a high results in basketball?

➢ In 2022 Lithuanian basketball will celebrate its 100th anniversary

➢ The first official basketball match in Lithuania took place on April 23, 1922 
(official birthday)

➢ In 1922 the Lithuanian Women's Basketball Championship* was held and in 
1924 the national men's championship

➢ 1926 the book “Basketball Game (Basketball) and the Official Basketball Rules of 
the Lithuanian Sports League for 1926–1927” prepared by Steponas Darius was 
published

➢ 1934 A Palace of Physical Culture with a modern games hall was built in Kaunas

➢ 1936 The basketball committee of the Lithuanian Ball Game Union was 
approved as a member of FIBA and in 1991 FIBA restored the rights of the 
Lithuanian Basketball Federation

*Majauskienė, Čingienė, Gobikas, 2015



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

organizational aspects

➢ Lithuanian Basketball Federation is one of the largest and most 
influential in the country

➢The federation unites:

➢ over 135 legal members, 

➢9 leagues,

➢Unique schoolchildren basketball league – 400 teams, 

6200 players, 7 age groups (12-19)

➢10,000 licensed basketball players, 

➢More than 440 full-time coaches  

➢More than 100,000 Lithuanians play basketball for fun



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects

➢Relatively low participation in sport in the country
versus high participation in basketball 

➢Cultural phenomenon*

➢National identity and pride**

➢Strong network of personalities: former players-
current players-businessman-politicians

➢Other sport disciplines’ attitude towards basketball

*Čingienė, Damijonaitis, Komskienė, 2014

**Čingienė&Laskienė, 2004, 2007; Čingienė&Mizeras, 2020 



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects - National identity and pride

In order to analyse the basketball and national identity in Lithuania it is necessary 
to define concepts:

• “Nation” could be identified as a human community formed on the basis of 
its common history, language, territory and economic life

• “Culture” is the way of life of people, including their attitudes, values, beliefs, 
arts, sciences, modes of perception, and habits of thought and activity; is 
everything that is meaningful to a human being. 

– Individual experiences become culture only when the meaning expressed by one person is 
recognized by the other one – when meanings are expressed in some understandable 
human language 

• “Sport” is defined as a social phenomenon, inseparable from society’s culture 
- system of preparation and participation in competitions; and in a broader 
sense – all forms of physical activity which improve person’s physical fitness 
and spiritual state



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects - National identity and pride

Identity and Identification:

• self-experience 

• self- image and 

• self- representation

is supposed to give a person a unique and unified condition of “self”, but must at 
the same time be in harmony with the expectations for behavior required by 
various roles, so that the individual, despite being unique, is not cut off from 
communication and interaction

1. The act or process of recognizing or distinguishing something or someone

2. The deliberate adoption of another person’s behaviour or ideas as one’s own 



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects - National identity and pride

Objects of identification:
➢ persons (authorities, stars and heroes), 

➢ groups of persons (a team, a show group), 

➢ things (fetishes, symbols), 

➢ functions (professional status), 

➢ institutions (fans club, members club) and 

➢ non-material objects (world outlook, nationality)



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects - National identity and pride

Three aspects are important for the relation between Sport and 
Identity :

1.The possibility of confirming Identity through  Sport, independent 
of social differences

2.The use of qualities and abilities in Sport without consequences, 
where – regardless of the rules for tolerance and considerations 
valid in ordinary reality

3.The boundaries between the formation of Identity in everyday life 
and the world of Sport



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects - National identity and pride

➢ Identity and its conceptual understanding can be analysed only 
within a specific individual environment interaction 

➢ Therefore, Sport as a relatively clearly defined social system 
could serve for a description and analysis of identity formation 
process in a special social context 

➢ The major question is how the dynamics of basketball and 
national identity should be analysed? 

➢ Basketball that all probability is quite deservedly regarded the 
national game of Lithuanians which has become part in many 
their’s life



The role and importance of basketball in Lithuania: 

sociological aspects - National identity and pride

The impact of basketball to the formation of national identity 
confirmed the statement, that

a nation is united not only through its common history or political 
and spiritual  responsibility of its subjects for the 

nation and the country, 

but also through the collection of forms and symbols, that make 
their actions meaningful and help them to understand each other



Lithuania

August 31-September 18, 2011





Lietuvoje

2011 m. rugpjūčio 31 - rugsėjo 18 d.



Lietuvoje

2011 m. rugpjūčio 31 - rugsėjo 18 d.



Scientific study…to be continued*

* Čingienė&Špokas, 2011

The main conclusion od the scientific study:

Particularly important was the 

ability to make decisions regarding 

specific activities and to assume 

personal responsibility, 

make the best use of personal 

and professional competencies, 

the ability to learn and teach others. 

These processes required not only 

strong will, commitment, creativity 

but also spiritual strength and 

self-sacrifice.



House of basketball: where history and modernity meet



We Celebrate Basketball
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